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The questions and instructions found in this guide are designed to provoke thought 
about the story’s characters, writing techniques and concepts.  Each section includes 

at least one activity that encourages the students to do their own creating. 
 

Most suitable for students in grades four to six. 
 

For further information please visit bayeux.com. 
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Book One: A Matter of Perspective            
Part One: Thought and Combustion 
 
1) How are Évariste Galois and 
Theodore Pointer’s lives similar?      
 
 
 
 
2)  How are they different?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
3)  Why might the author have had these two storylines intertwined?  What effect 
does switching back and forth between storylines have on the reader? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4)  Évariste Galois helped create Group Theory.  What are different number groups 
that you know of (ex. Integers, Natural Numbers)?  Give examples of each. 
 
 
 
 
 
5)  Theodore Pointer has difficulties after achieving initial success.  Write about a 
time where you did well but then you struggled with something shortly after.    
 



Mathemagick & Mystiphysics by the Davidge Cousins 
Volume One: The Probabilities of Pandemonium 

Study and Activity Guide 
 
Book One: A Matter of Perspective            
Part Two:  We Are All Made of Stars 

 
1)  Who are three of the people 
Évariste meets at the start of part two? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2)  The Wandering Stars travel to a party in 1984 AD.  Conduct some research and 
briefly describe three events from that year. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
3)  The Stars’ Cardinal is a dodecahedron, a shape made of twelve equal-sized 
pentagons.  What are other shapes that are made of regular polygons? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4)  The Stars meet a few celebrities from the eighties.  Make up a story about 
meeting a famous person (or share a real story). 
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Book One: A Matter of Perspective            
Part Three: Where Nothings Really Matter 
 
1)  Describe Dimension Zero. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2)  How is it established that Johnny 
Nothing has previously met Hypatia? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3)  What are two different ways that the Wandering Stars try to stop the Point? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4)  Why do you think the writer chose the last image of the story to be Theodore’s 
painting? 
 
 
 
 
 
5)  A Koch Snowflake is a geometric pattern where triangular shapes are repeated 
with changes in size and orientation.  Create and draw a geometric pattern where 
each step shows changes in size and/or orientation. 
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Book Two:  If a Tree Thinks in the Forest 
 
1)  Describe the Philosopher Forest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2)  Why did the Philosopher Forest summon 
the Wandering Stars? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3)  Why might the writer have connected the concepts of the Invisible Hand with 
that of the Seven Deadly Sins? 
 
 
 
 
 
4)  Try to answer one of the questions that the Philosopher Forest asks in their 
thought bubbles. 
 
 
 
 
 
5)  Some of the Wandering Stars express regret with how they stop the rampaging 
forest.  Write about a time where you did something that you regretted shortly after. 
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Books Three and Four:  The War of Flat and Wonder 
 
1)  What are the various Wandering 
Stars doing at the start of the story? 
 
 
 
 
 
2)  Why has A. Square summoned 
Hypatia? 
 
 
 
 
3)  Why has the White Rabbit sought 
help from the Stars? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4)  Draw yourself as if you’ve journeyed to Flatland. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5)  Describe how the war between Flatland and Wonderland is stopped. 
 
 
 
 6)  Recall a war that you know about from history.   How did it end? 
  
  
 
 
7)  Create your own society made of shapes.  Choose what each shape represents. 

 
 
 



Mathemagick & Mystiphysics by the Davidge Cousins 
Volume One: The Probabilities of Pandemonium 

Study and Activity Guide 
 
Extensions 

 
I)  Choose one of the mathematicians that are part of the Wandering Stars and 
research about their life and accomplishments. 
 
II)  The Wandering Stars have various powers with mathematical roots.  Research a 
concept involved with one of their powers and explain how their ability may work. 
 
III)  Read another graphic novel and write a brief report on how the two books are 
similar and how they are different. 
 
IV)  Make your own comic about the Wandering Stars. 
 
V)  Make your own comic about other people in history. 


